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CUSTOMER SERVICE 

CUSTOMER WALK-INS 

The volume of customer service walk-ins 

for the month has increased by 18% 

when compared to June of last  year.  

+18% 

 BUILDING PERMITS 

JUNE BUILDING PERMITS 2012-2016 
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+36% 
Building Permit volume has 

increased 36% from June 

2015. Data indicates that 

building permits have in-

creased 14% year-to-date 

(YTD) compared to this time 

last year.   

The graph to the right indicates 

that applications for single-

family building permits are 

trending upward over the past 

few years. Since 2013, the vol-

ume of new home permits has 

increased by 50%.  

NEW SINGLE FAMILY BUILDING 

PERMITS ON THE RISE 

The graph to left indicates 

the number of building per-

mits issued in June from 

2012 to 2016. Over the past 

three  years, June building 

permits have revealed an 

upward trend, increasing by 

22% since 2014. 

As most projects get underway during the 

summer months, the department saw a 

23% increase of customer walk-ins per-

taining to building permits, which consti-

tuted the majority of walk-ins this month, 

when compared to June 2015. 

New  single-family residential dwelling in the Shadow Wood 

Subdivision on Bauer Road, southeast of Troy 

 



 

REVAMPING FLOOD INSURANCE 
RATE MAPS 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 

FEMA is in the process of updating the Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRM). The current maps are from 1982. 
There was an attempt to update the maps in 2008, but 
the effort was met with opposition since the preliminary 
maps were based on the de-certification of the levies in 
Madison, St. Clair, and Monroe Counties. Since that time, 
extensive work has been completed on the levy system 
throughout these three counties, bringing them up to 
the level of protection (100 Year Flood) required to be re
-certified. Now that the levy improvements are nearly 
complete, the process to update the maps has begun. 
One of the first steps in this process is an open house 
meeting held to solicit comments and concerns regard-
ing the updated maps. The Planning & Development De-
partment, in collaboration with FEMA and Stantec, host-
ed an open house meeting at the Madison County Farm 
Bureau on Tuesday June 28. Once FEMA and Stantec 
have reviewed the comments, preliminary maps will be 
drawn. Once those maps are completed, a second round 
of open house meetings will be held to get additional 
feedback prior to the final maps being approved and is-
sued. The new maps will be digital, providing more detail 
to enable the easy identification of Special Flood Hazard 
Areas (SFHAs). The pros include more reliable data to 
designate areas within the SFHA, while the con is that 
some areas that were not previously in the SFHA may 
now be designated as floodplain.  

HYDRO-SEEDING DEMONSTRATION 

The MS4 Co-Permittee Group held its quarterly meeting on 

June 8th at Marine Township Senior Citizens Center. The main 

presentation and demonstration was on hydro-seeding and 

mulching for the purpose of sediment and erosion control. 

JUNE 28, 2016  FEMA OPEN HOUSE  

County Approves Museum in Fosterburg 

Fosterburg Township is planning to construct a new 

museum on Main Street in the unincorporated com-

munity of Fosterburg. The museum will display histori-

cal heirlooms and artifacts collected within the area. 

Fosterburg Township was granted a setback variance 

by the County Board in June, enabling them to reuse 

the foundation of a structure previously removed from 

the site. The museum will be a single-story structure, 

approximately 952 square feet in size.  The museum 

will be located at the intersection of Fosterburg Road 

and Main Street.  The building permit application has 

been submitted and is currently under review.  

 YEAR-TO-DATE ZONING APPLICATIONS 

Variance  Mobile Home (SUP)  Special Use Permit 

Rezoning w/ SUP or Variance Minor Bulk Variance 

15 

10 

5 

1 

ZONING ADMINISTRATION 

13 



GREEN SCHOOLS 

SUSTAINABILITY & RECYCLING 

Environmental Grants Awarded 

Madison County Government recently awarded 13 envi-

ronmental grants totaling $163,835 to Madison County 

townships and municipalities for sustainability initiatives. 

The maximum award is $15,000 per project. The Environ-

mental Grant program was established in 2001 and is 

fully funded by local landfill fees. The grant is intended  

to provide support for sustainability projects throughout 

the county. In addition to projects focusing on storm-

water control, water quality, and energy conservation, 

this year saw an increase in community-based and smart 

growth projects. These projects include three community 

gardens, composting, a rain garden, and  funding for the 

development of a bike-pedestrian master plan aimed at 

improving access to new multi-modal facilities in Alton. 

The Environmental Grants program has funded more 

than 100 projects over the past 16 years.  Proposals rec-

ommended for funding must be aligned with the sustain-

ability goals of the county. It is fully anticipated that fu-

ture funded projects will continue to evolve, advancing 

the completion and implementation of the county’s sus-

tainability plan this fall. 

Highland Elementary Rain Garden 
In late spring 2016, Highland Elementary installed a rain garden as part of their 

award for being the “Best in Class” overall design winner in the Madison County 

Green Schools’ Rain Barrel Design Competition. The project is a perfect example of 

sustainability as it involves students from the school working alongside community 

Master Gardener volunteers to create a native garden designed to capture storm-

water runoff. For the past two years, the Madison County Green Schools Program 

has sponsored the competition, which asks K-12 students to create a decorative 

design for a rain barrel that illustrates the benefits of capturing and/or reusing 

rainwater. This is also referred to “rainscaping” or rainwater harvesting and in-

cludes such benefits as erosion control, improved water quality, reduced flooding, 

etc. Since the competition’s initiation, we have received a total of 461 entries from 

15 county schools. First place designs from each grade category receive a sign and 

rain barrel at their school. Additionally, each year’s “Best in Class” overall winner’s 

school will have a rain garden or native landscaping installed on their school 

grounds. The 2016 winner was Piper Martin from Roxana Junior High and their 

rain garden will be installed during the fall of 2016.  

Sustainability Institute for Educators 
More than 75 regional educators, including nine Green School Coordi-

nators from Madison County, participated in the 2016 Sustainability 

Institute for Educators, which took place from June 21-23. This year’s 

theme was Whole School Sustainability: A Framework for Organiza-

tional Change. During the workshop, participants learned that inte-

grating effective sustainability practices requires more than imple-

menting single programs and initiatives. Rather, organizations success-

ful in this endeavor engage sustainability from a whole-system per-

spective. This approach requires individuals from across an organiza-

tion to work together to integrate sustainability into long-term opera-

tional and educational practices. Participants not only learned about 

the framework, but were given the tools and opportunity to work to-

gether to create a plan for integration at their sites. Since 2011, the 

Sustainability Institute for Educators has helped prepare educators 

and regional leaders to understand the science, economics, and social 

implications of our world. Madison County Government’s Green 

Schools Program sponsors 

and helps plan the annual 

workshop along with Mis-

souri Botanical Garden’s 

EarthWays Center, St. Louis 

Zoo, US Green Building Coun-

cil – Missouri Gateway Chap-

ter, Webster University, and 

Mary Institute and Country 

Day School. 
Madison County Green School Coordinators at the Sus-

tainability Institute in June   

Highland Elementary Green Schools Program working on 

their rain garden this school year 
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Grading & Fill Permits 

From April through June, the Site Development Coordinator performed a 

total of 161 site inspections related to grading and fill permits within unin-

corporated Madison County . Of those permits, one was issued for the 

maintenance of a petroleum transmission pipeline near Moro. The repair 

and maintenance process can include stream bank stabilization, covering 

exposed lines caused by erosion, and replacing or removing smaller sec-

tions of pipe. This work typically takes place in more remote areas of the 

county. 

DID YOU KNOW?  

Any land disturbance of 10,000 square feet 

or larger requires a grading permit. Grading 

includes any excavation, fill, or land disturb-

ance. The purpose of the permit is to ensure 

that erosion resulting from grading does not 

have a harmful impact on neighboring prop-

erties or natural drainage channels.  While 

agricultural operations are exempt from the 

permit, most residential, commercial, and 

even public projects require a permit.  Please 

direct grading and filling questions to the Site 

Development Coordinator, by email at zon-

ing@co.madison.il.us or by phone at (618) 

296-4468.  

Please visit our FAQ for answers to additional 

questions pertaining to site development or 

any other function of the Planning & Devel-Inspection photo of a concrete matting covering petroleum 

pipeline exposure in Moro, IL 

Inspection photo of grading and fill work  




